
Congratulations to all our new Certified 
Research Administrators!  This achievement 
speaks volumes about the breadth and depth 
of your understanding of the complexities of 
research administration on a broad array of 
topics. You are a credit to the profession and 
to your institutions.  Until recently, there has 
been no formal degree seeking program that 
could serve as the basis for advancing our 
knowledge and understanding of research 
administration.  As such, most of us have 
gathered the necessary knowledge and skills 
through on-the-job training, attending 
professional meetings, and learning from our 
mentors and colleagues.  The extraordinary 
effort it takes to gain competency in this 
very diverse field is documented in your 
certification. Your perseverance and hard 
work have paid off.  So again, 
congratulations, and you can now proudly 
use ‘CRA’ after your name!   
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Next Exam 
period is May 
2-16, 2009.   
 

Upcoming 
2009 review 
sessions: 
March 20, 
Univ. of Ilinois 
at Chicago;  
March 23, 
Univ. of 
California, 
Riverside; 
April 3, 
Northeast 
Section SRA, 
Baltimore. 

 

Helping you achieve your professional goals 

Recertification Requirements 
 
The Board of Directors of RACC has recently clarified the continuing educational requirements for recertification.  
First, all education which is used for the purposes of recertification must be in topics directly pertaining to the 
profession of research and sponsored programs administration. Second, a continuing education unit is defined as one 
contact hour; so each contact hour of an educational offering will count as one contact hour for recertification purposes.  
Last, the number of contact hours required for recertification is being increased and phased in gradually.  For those who 
recertify at June 30 or December 31 through 2009, 40 contact hours within the preceding 5 years will continue to be the 
requirement.  However, after 2009 the contact hours will be as follows:  
 June 30 and December 31, 2010  60 contact hours 
 June 30 and December 31, 2011  70 contact hours 
 June 30 and December 31, 2012  80 contact hours  

After 2012      80 contact hours 
 

The article on recertification is a very important 
article for all CRAs to review.  It provides 
numerous options for earning recertification. So 
even new CRAs who won’t formally go through 
the certification process for five years should 
start tracking those contact hours now.  
 
As always, please contact us anytime with your 
questions or suggestions. 
 
Regards, 
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, CRA 
RACC Chair 
Associate Vice President for Research and 
Compliance, Creighton University 
ktaggart@creighton.edu 
 
Pamela Tazik, CRA 
RACC Vice Chair 
Director, Sponsored Programs 
University of Mississippi Medical Center 
ptazik@dor.umsmed.edu 



 
 
 
 
Recertification Tips and Strategies 
 
There are many ways to earn 
recertification contact hours  
 
Things to remember:  Recertification 
activities must be related to research 
administration.  Contact hours are 
earned based on education activity 
minutes spent or experienced in the 
research administration areas.  
Documentation of all contact hours 
must be available for verification 
purposes  
 
1) Participate in Research 
Administration-related professional 
development activities at national, 
regional or chapter meetings: 
 
General 
Society of Research Administrators’ 
national, regional & chapter meetings  
http://www.srainternational.org 
   
National Council of University 
Research Administrators’ national & 
section meetings  
http://www.ncura.edu/content/education
al%5Fprograms/ 
 
Human and Animal Subjects  
Public Responsibility in Medicine & 
Research (PRIM&R)  
http://www.primr.org/Conferences.aspx
?id=56 
 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
(OLAW) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/works
hop.htm 
 
Agency-specific 
National Institutes of Health 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/seminars.ht
m 
 
National Science Foundation 
http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/outr
each.jsp 
 
 2) Prepare and present (solely or 
jointly) on research administration 
related topics at a professional 
organization meeting   
 
3) Prepare and present on research 
administration related topics on your 
campus (including for-credit courses) 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Write a research administration-
related article for publication and/or 
prepare and submit an abstract, paper or 
poster to a professional organization   
 
5) Serve as PI or Co-PI on a grant  
 
6) Take part in a research-
administration related webinar 
 
7) Serve as a program reviewer for an 
internal or external funding program 
 
8) Serve on an RACC exam item review 
committee 
 
9) Serve on a recognized research 
organization’s committee or board 
 
10) Prepare a written review of research 
administration related topics   
 
11) Attend research administration-
related course(s).  Example:   NCURA’s 
“A Primer on Clinical Trials,” a 6-
module online course  
 
12) Attend classes and/or complete a 
graduate-level certification program in 
research administration  
 
13) Participate in NCURA’s Leadership 
Development Institute or SRA’s Senior 
Executive Institute or other research 
administration-related leadership 
program  
 
14) Participate in institution-wide 
committee on research administration-
related topic at your institution  

Body of Knowledge Review Sessions 

Each year the RACC leads 
approximately a dozen Body of 
Knowledge Review Sessions, one at 
each of the SRA section meetings, one 
at the SRA annual conference, one at 
the NCURA annual conference, and 
various other sessions which are 
organized by local groups or 
organizations. 

The purpose of these sessions is to 
familiarize the attendee with the body of 
knowledge in the profession of research 
and sponsored programs administration.  
This body of knowledge was validated 
last year when the RACC conducted a 
job task analysis study of the field.

The course is of interest to anyone who 
is either a practicing research or 
sponsored programs administrator, or is 
considering taking the Certified 
Research Administrator (CRA) 
examination. The session walks 
participants through the body of 
knowledge outline, giving them 
resources for additional information on 
each section of the outline.  For those 
who are planning to take the CRA 
examination, it affords an opportunity to 
determine those areas in which they are 
weak and may wish to concentrate their 
study efforts. 

There are already a number of sessions 
scheduled for 2009.  The registration 
fee is $195 and that includes a 
continental breakfast, a snack in the 
afternoon (lunch is not provided but 
there is a break), and all handout 
materials.  Keep checking the RACC 
website at www.cra-cert.org for 
locations as they are added.  See below. 

March 20, 2009 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, IL 
 
March 23 
University of California 
Riverside, CA 
 
April 3, 2009 
Northeast Section Meeting 
Sheraton Inner Harbor 
Baltimore, MD 
 
April 20, 2009 
The Conference Center at Northpointe 
Lewis Center (Columbus), OH 
 
May 1, 2009 
Midwest Section Meeting 
Sheraton Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls, SD 
 
May 16, 2009 
Southern Section Meeting 
Sheraton Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
June 13, 2009 
Western Section Meeting 
Marriott Hotel and Marina 
San Diego, California 

NCURA : www.ncura.edu   

SRA : www.srainternational.org  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Research Administrators 
Certification Council Board 

of Directors 
 
The RACC Board of Directors is 
pleased to announce that 
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, CRA has 
been elected Chair of the Board 
for the 2008-2009 fiscal year.  
Pamela Tazik, CRA has been 
elected Vice Chair. Renee 
Vaughan, CRA will continue a 
second year as Secretary and 
David Hollingsworth will serve a 
second year as Treasurer. The 
entire Board of Directors is: 
 
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, CRA - 
Chair 
Creighton University 
 
Kathryn Watkins-Wendell, CRA 
– Immediate Past Chair 
The University of Akron 
 
Pamela Tazik, CRA – Vice 
Chair, University of Mississippi 
Medical Center 
 
Renee Vaughan, CRA – 
Secretary, Duke University 
Medical Center 
 
David Hollingsworth, CRA – 
Treasurer, Texas Engineering 
Experiment Station 
 
Patricia Buennemeyer, CRA – 
Chair Emerita 
 
Kim Carter,CRA 
The Ohio State University 
Research Foundation 
 
Rebecca Claycamp, CRA 
National Institute of Mental 
Health 
 
Catherine Diaz, CRA 
University of California, Davis 
 
Wil Emmert, CRA 
Western Michigan University 
 

Judy Harris, CRA 
Arizona State University 
 
Suzan Lund, CRA 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
 
Loretta Polite, CRA 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health 
 
Toni Shaklee, CRA 
Oklahoma State University 
 
John Sites, CRA  
Huron Consulting Group 
 
Marie Smith, CRA 
Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
 
Barbara Sterry, CRA 
Nova Southeastern University 
 
NEWLY CERTIFIED CRAs!! 

 
ALCAINE, JOSE G 
ALLEN,  ANTOINETTE R 
ALMENGOR, TERESA M 
ANDERSSON, JUDITH 
ATHEY, ROCHELLE R 
BALLARD, LYNN E 
BARTELLA, PETRA 
BATTJES.SILER, DEBRA 
BAXTER, CYNTHIA A 
BERNARD-SNYDER, JEANETTE J 
BERNHEIM, JANE K 
BISHOP, JULIE A 
BLACKNALL, DEBORAH N 
BOSCO, MATTHEW C 
BREAUX, DARLENE H 
CANTAVE, ETZER 
CAPLINGER, DINA R 
CHIU, PUIYAN 
COFFEY, VIRGINIA A 
CONWAY, PATRICIA A 
COURVILLE, DARYA D 
CREEF.BAUGHER, SARAH B 
CRUMPTON, DONNA L 
CUHEL-SCHUCKERS, AMY M 
CUNNINGHAM, TINA L 
DEMRO, ELIZABETH M 
DICKENSON, SALLY R 
DUNCAN, DONNA 
DUSTMAN, JANET 
FINN, JOHN F 
FLOYD, AARONETTE S 
FORMAN, CAROLYN E 
FOSTER, SUSAN L 
FOUSHEE, ELIZABETH C 
FOWLER, MATTHEW W 
FREEL, PINTA H 
FRENCH, CLAIRE V 
GABBARD, MICHAEL R 
GALLAUGHER, MICHAEL P 
GARRISON, LENA 
GAZARIAN, LAURA E 
GEARHART, SHARON D 
GOULD, JONI 
GUSTAFSON, KATRINA L 
GUY, SANDRA G 
HAJNER, JOHN E 
HAROOTUNIAN, GIL 
HERNANDEZ, CRISTINA 
HEYKA, SHARON R 
HILL, MAE F 
HOLLERAN, TERI 

CRA 
DESIGNATION
Experience and 

Discipline

CRA IN FOCUS is a newsletter 
of the Research Administrators 
Certification Council for those 
designated as Certified Research 
Administrators. 
 
For more information contact: 
Renee J. Vaughan, M.Div., M.A. 
CRA, Editor,  919.684.1891, 
vaugh008@mc.duke.edu,. 
 
The Research Administrators 
Certification Council was 
formed in 1993 and is an 
independent non-profit 
organization.  The Council is 
comprised of active research 
administrators whose role is to 
certify that an individual, 
through experience and testing 
has the fundamental knowledge 
necessary to be a professional 
research or sponsored programs 
administrator. 

 
RACC BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 
 
Chair 
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, CRA 
Immediate Past Chair 
Kathryn A. Watkins-Wendell, 
CRA  
Vice Chair 
Pamela P. Tazik, CRA 
Secretary 
Renee J. Vaughan, CRA 
Treasurer 
David Hollingsworth, CRA 
Chair Emerita 
Patricia Buennemeyer, CRA 
Kim Carter, CRA 
Rebecca D. Claycamp, CRA 
Catherine J. Diaz, CRA 
Wil Emmert, CRA 
Judy Harris, CRA 
Suzan G. Lund, CRA 
Loretta C. Polite, CRA 
Toni Shaklee, CRA 
John D. Sites, Jr, CRA 
Marie F. Smith, CRA 
Barbara Sterry, CRA 
Executive Director 
Joan Campbell, CAE 
V-212-356-0693 
F-800-693-3714 
jcampbell@ptcny.com 
WEB:  www.cra-cert.org  
 

Research Administrators 
Certification Council 

1350 Broadway, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 

HUGHES, AUDREE S 
JELLISON, JANE E 
JENNINGS, TIMOTHY J 
JOHNSON, SHERI W 
JOHNSTON.VASQUEZ, 
ELIZABETH K 
JONES, JOANNA M 
JORDAN, KINA D 
KIRK, MATTHEW D 
KISH, GEORGE A 
KLECHINSKI, SUANN K 
LANDRY, JAMES J 
LANGLOTZ, LISA M 
LAWRENCE, LISA 
LAWSON, SHARON K 
LENNON, MARC P 
LEVINS, PAMELA R 
LINKER, TIMOTHY L 
LINKOUS, KIMBERLY M 
LLOYD, CLAIRICE S 
LUCAS, KATIE L 
LUEHRS, KAREN A 
LYNCH, KRISTEL A 
MAGID, MARINA 
MAGRUDER, LAUREN P 
MANGO-CAHILL, DIANE 
MCDONELL, DENA D 
MCGEE, MARVIN M 
MILLARD, TIMOTHY R 
MOSS, MICHAEL S 
O'SULLIVAN, GRACE S 
OLMSTED, ELIZABETH W 
PARRY, CINDY 
PARSONS, JOANN 
PATEL, PREYAL A 
PECK, JOELINA J 
PEOPLES, VANESSA RENE 
PORTER, JEFFRY B 
REITMAYER, AMANDA P 
RIGGS, MITZI M 
ROBERTS, KEVIN L 
ROBINSON, PAIGE C 
ROHR.ADAMS, ELIZABETH E 
RYDER-CONSUGAR, 
COLLETTE L 
SANCHEZ, MARISA A 
SAXON, BERENICE 
SCHAD, CHRISTINE R 
SCOTT, ERIN M 
SEATE, MELISSA G 
SERRANO, EDUARDO 
SILVER, JENNIFER 
SMITH, JO A 
SMITH, JULIANA 
SMITH, KIM 
STAUFFER, KATHLEEN H 
STEFANICH, JOSEPH H 
TERRY, TRENTON W 
THOMAS, BRIAN M 
THURMOND, FAITH M 
TORRES, LAURIANNE M 
TRAINUM, EILEEN P 
TRAN, GARVIN G 
TRUPP, VALERIE C 
TUDOR, MARY R 
VALLERY, TERRI A 
VILLARSON, REGEANE 
WAITS, SALLY SCOTT 
WANG, XIAOTAO 
WARD, LACEY 
WHALEN, CATHLEEN A 
WIECZOREK, WILLIAM F 
WILEY, DEANNE M 
WILLIAMS, ADONICA S 
WILSON, FELCIA L 
WILSON, MARYANNE T 
WRENSFORD, GRANVILLE 
WRIGHT, EMMETT G 
WRIGHT JERRI M 


